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On April 3rd, Gov. Easley honored the contribution of the poultry industry to 
North Carolina by declaring April as “Poultry Month.”  The text of that official 
proclamation is below: 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina’s poultry industry is the top agricultural enterprise in our 
state, with approximately 5,000 North Carolina farm families producing poultry products 
valued at approximately $3 billion dollars, according to estimates released by the North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture; and  
      
 WHEREAS, the poultry industry employs over 28,000 North Carolinians in poultry pro-
duction, hatcheries, feed mills, processing plants, poultry product wholesaling, and ren-
dering and meat byproduct processing facilities, according to estimates released by the 
North Carolina Department of Agriculture; and             
WHEREAS, North Carolina’s poultry industry significantly bolsters our state’s economy, 
accounting for nearly 36% of total farm income, according to the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Agriculture; and     
WHEREAS, North Carolina’s poultry industry provides nutritious, wholesome food to 
North Carolina consumers and to consumers across America and the world;   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do hereby proclaim April 2008, as 
“POULTRY MONTH” in North Carolina and urge all citizens to recognize the importance of the poultry industry in our State. 
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Sanderson Farms, Inc. has announced that sites in Kinston, North Carolina, have been selected for construction of a 
new feed mill, poultry processing plant and hatchery. These facilities will comprise a state-of-the-art poultry complex 
with the capacity to process 1.25 million birds per week for the retail chill pack market. At full capacity, the complex 
will employ approximately 1,500 people, will require 130 contract growers, and will be equipped to process and sell 
6.7 million pounds per week of dressed poultry meat at full production. 
 
Sanderson Farms expects to invest approximately $126.5 million in the new North Carolina complex, and anticipates 
that associated contract growers will invest an additional $98 million in poultry production facilities. The Company 
expects to begin construction of the facilities this summer, with initial operation of the new complex scheduled to be-
gin during the fourth fiscal quarter of 2009. 
 
According to Joe F. Sanderson, Jr., chairman and chief executive officer of Sanderson Farms, Inc., the selection of 
these sites followed a thorough due diligence process and approval by the Company's Board of Directors. "We are 
grateful for the cooperation from the economic development and governmental officials in the City of Kinston, Lenoir 
County and the State of North Carolina," said Sanderson. "We believe this expansion will enhance our ability to drive 
revenues and earnings, and allow us to continue our record of building long-term value for our shareholders. We be-
lieve the additional capacity of 1.25 million birds per week represented by the new complex will provide new market-
ing opportunities for the Company in the fresh retail market. We are pleased that our recent financial performance has 
put us in a position to continue to grow our Company." 

SANDERSON FARMS COMING TO KINSTON, NC 

GOVERNOR EASLEY DECLARES APRIL 2008  
“POULTRY MONTH” IN NORTH CAROLINA 
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National News 
PILGRIM'S, TYSON SUPPORT PETITION TO RELAX ETHANOL MANDATE  

 
April 27, 2008- Pilgrim's Pride Corporation issued the following statement from Senior Chairman Lonnie "Bo" Pilgrim in sup-
port of Gov. Rick Perry's letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requesting a 50 percent waiver of the renewable 
fuels standard: 
 
"I am proud to support Gov. Perry in his request for a 50 percent waiver of the renewable fuel standard. Soaring feed-ingredient 
costs fueled by the federal government's ethanol mandate has created a crisis in our industry, the true effects of which are only 
just now beginning to be felt by consumers in Texas and other states in the form of higher food prices. These unprecedented in-
creases for corn and soybean meal are expected to add billions of dollars of cost to our industry this year. 
We applaud Gov. Perry for his leadership on this critical issue and encourage other leaders in the public and private sectors to 
join in support." 
 
Tyson Foods President and CEO Richard Bond said he also supported the Texas governor's request to the EPA, and he issued the 
following 
statement: 
 
"We applaud Governor Perry for his decision to petition the EPA for a partial waiver from the ethanol mandate. Something has 
to be done to address corn-based ethanol's detrimental impact on food prices and this is a good first step. 
 
As a major employer in Texas, with more than 10,000 team members, we appreciate Governor Perry's efforts and hope other 
states will follow his lead. In addition, we hope Congress will also do the right thing by removing the tariff on imported, sugar-
based ethanol and by reducing or eliminating the 51 cent per gallon federal tax credit for ethanol produced from corn in the U.S." 
 

L-R: Dr. Becky Tilley, NCPF’s Bob Ford, Dr. Joanna 
Quinn, and Dr. Donna Carver.  

The media may read up on avian influenza (AI) themselves or they 
may take others' word on heightened biosecurity, but there's nothing 
quite like the knowledge gained by visiting a commercial farm 
alongside some of the most highly versed AI experts and turkey in-
dustry representatives in the nation. On Thursday, March 27, these 
experts and the media, including Goldsboro News-Argus and QSR 
magazine, participated in a full day of education on AI prevention 
from the poultry industry and partners. 
 
The media education tour kicked off in Raleigh, N.C., where the 
team of poultry and AI experts, along with the media, boarded a bus 
for Goldsboro, N.C., the site of the commercial turkey farm tour. A 
casual opportunity to provide infor-
mation and establish relationships 
between the poultry industry and 
the media, the tour offered NTF an 

opportunity to completely brief the media on what AI is and is not, and to demonstrate the bio-
security first hand, enforcing all visitors to the farm to sign bio- security waivers and dress 
from head to toe in protective clothing. Following the farm visit, NTF gave the media unprece-
dented access to a diagnostics lab, where they learned how birds are tested for various diseases, 
including AI. 
This tour was the second media education tour. The first tour, conducted in May 2007, brought 
reporters to Minnesota for an educational tour of a turkey farm. Having given extra time and attention to key national, agricul-
tural and food trade publications, NTF feels confident that properly prepped media will disseminate correct information to their 
readers in the event of a national AI situation in this country. 
 
Thanks to the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association for funding the program. 

NORTH CAROLINA MEDIA EDUCATION TOUR A SUCCESS 
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In late December, EPA published a proposed rule exempting animal agricultural operations from the reporting re-
quirements of EPCRA/CERCLA. This proposed rule is a result of the petition submitted to EPA by NTF, the Na-
tional Chicken Council and U.S. Poultry and Egg Association in 2005. The proposed rule provides poultry farms an 
exemption from the burdensome reporting of emissions from its operations. 
 
EPA granted a 90-day comment period for this proposed rule and the NC Poultry Federation, along with many of 
its members, submitted comments to the docket. 
 
In the comments, many stated that putting these types of emissions under CERCLA/EPCRA emergency reporting 
requirements would needlessly burden 40,000 family farmers and many local fire and rescue services with paper-
work and unnecessary communications. 
 
The text of a letter submitted by Mountaire grower Peggy Chavis is below: 
  
Ms. Lynn Beasley-Superfund Docket 
U S Environmental Protection Agency-Mail code 2822T 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
  
Ms. Beasley: 
  
I would just like to make a comment to you and view some thoughts. 
I am a teacher of 35 years. I love children and teaching very much. 
  
One of our discussions in class was: WHO ARE THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN THE WORLD? 
Many of the children gave different people and why, but it boils down to the following: 
  
First, the TEACHERS:  Why, because the teachers are the keys to today, tomorrow, and the future.  TEACHERS are the keys to 
learning.  If it weren’t for the TEACHERS, people could not read or write.  People would not be able to have the jobs that they 
have, because of no education. 
  
Second, the MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE -  ARE THE FARMERS.  Why, because without the farmers, there would be no 
food.   Everything that we eat the FARMERS had something to do with.  Everything we eat or use comes from the land. 
  
As a teacher and farmer we still need your help.  The FARMERS are the only people that works hard and don’t have a set sal-
ary.  Farmers are handed or paid what others decide and want them to have.  The FARMERS do not know when they go to the mar-
ket what they will be paid.  The FARMERS are the most important people trying to work hard so others will have food. But they are 
the ones that are placed burdens upon by mostly non-farming people. 
  
Many people look down on the farmers, and they don’t think about their jobs and how important it is to mankind. With the poultry 
farmers, we are talked about, and scorned.  People don’t want us in the community, but many of us were here first.  We work hard 
and are good stewards of the land and our environment.  We spend lots of money for retro-fits, and updating to keep up with the 
changing times. 
  
I feel that people in higher places, pass too many rules and regulations and don’t consider the farmers. We are the ones working 
hard and struggling.  As a farmer we ventilate, add new equipment, and how can someone stop the odors going into the air.  We 
breathe, inhale, exhale, and breathe out the gases/poisons out of our bodies; are we expected to regulate our breathing-THINK 
THINK.  We need the trees, flowers, to breathe; are we to breathe in and never exhaling?  PLEASE, think about some of the restric-
tions people, EPA, and others are trying to place on the farmers.   WE HAVE ENOUGH RESTRICTIONS AS IT IS.  THINK, BE 
CAREFUL, AND LET’S WORK TOGETHER.  Many people will turn up their nose at the farmers; but they will not turn up their 
nose or mouth at a good piece of chicken or other food grown by the farmers. 
  
Thank you very much for listening.   
If I can be of assistance, or serve on any board/committee to help, please let me know. It takes everyone working together. 
  
Yours for progress,  
Peggy W. Chavis 

NCPF COMMENTS ON EPA PROPOSED RULE  
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Upcoming Events 

May 7th & 8th 
 
NCSU Advanced HACCP Workshop 
 
Clarion Hotel, Raleigh, NC. 
 
For more information please call: 919/515-2956 
 
 
May 8th & 9th 
 
NC Poultry Federation Board Meeting 
 
Myrtle Beach Hilton Resort, Myrtle Beach, SC 
 
For reservations call: 800/876-0010 
 
 
August 7th 
 
NC Poultry Federation Annual Meeting and Banquet 
 
Grandover Resort, Greensboro, NC 
 
For more information: NCPF, 919/783-8218 

The North Carolina Poultry Federation has been the voice of the North Carolina poultry industry  
since 1968. Serving producers and processors of chicken, turkey and egg products, the Federation  provides 
a united voice for the industry with government, media and the general public. Our mission is to create a 
favorable climate for business success for everyone involved in the poultry industry in North Carolina. 

NC Poultry Federation 
4020 Barrett Dr. Ste 102 

Raleigh, NC 27609 
Voice: 919.783-8218 

Fax: 919.783.8220 
rlford@ncpoultry.org 




